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Copelanda talk-showhost
on KGOradioin San
Franciscofeceivedan
anonymousetterfrom a
listener:"As an African-
American,"the writer said,
"I'm disgusteceverytime |
hearyour voice becausgou

_ : arenota genuineblack
Misha Erwitt forThe New York

Times man."Mr. Copelandhad

receivedletterslike this
before.But this time, instead
of throwingit in thetrash,
he usedit asa departure
point for an autobiographical
one-manshow.
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suburbanCalifornia.In 1971, San Leandrnwas99.4
percentwhite and consideredne of the country'smost
racistsuburbslt wasaroundthat timethat an8-yearold
Brian Copelandand his family movedto town.

Soonafter,theywereevicted.How his mothercameto sue
herlandlordandhow Mr. Copelandsurvivedan embattled
childhood makdor the achingheartof the play.

"What | do isl takeyou by thehandandyou seehe world
throughmy 8-yearold eyes,"saidMr. Copelandwho still
lives in San Leandravith his threechildrenandhasa
memoircoming outin July. Theshowalsotakestime to
respondo thosewho would questiorhis racial authenticity.

Mr. Copelandadmitsto listeningto Rick Springfield He
saysheevenTiVos "Frasier."| don'tyell atmovie screens
N that's not black," he observesn the show."l like white
womenN that's black."

He contestghe notionthat "keepingt real" meanseing
what he calls "the worst possiblestereotype.™I'nmsorry that
| don'tdealdrugs,"he saysonstage'lI'm sorrythat all of
my kids wereborninto wedlockand! support them.Mr.
Copelandhadworkedbeforeasa standup. Headmired
what he calledthe "funny, heavy,funny, heavy"pacingof
RichardPryorandNormanLear. He studied"All in the
Family" DVD's to learnthe properrhythms.

Rob Reiner who playedMike on that serieds now
producingan HBO story basean Mr. Copeland'story. "
wasmesmerizedy theway Brian ties togetherimportant
socialissuesemotionandknock-down deadfunny
humor,” Mr. Reinersaid.

It wasRob Reiner'sfather,the comedianCarl Reiner who
helpedMr. Copelandind his voice.Carl Reinertold him to
"find the pieceof groundthat you alonestandon, andwrite
from there."

For a story that startsut with a housingevictionanda
family's struggleto find a decento placeto live, Brian
Copelandfinally uneartheda choicebit of realestateN a
pieceof groundon whichonly he stands.
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